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minutes 

© f 

CONFERENCES,®, 


■Prom Gf.orge Croghan, E/ip, to the Honourable Sir WIL¬ 
LIAM JOHNSON, Baronet , His MAJESTY'S 
foie Agent , and Superintendent of the Affairs of the Six 
Nations, their Allies and Dependents\ 


„ May itpleafeyour Honour, 

I N Purfuance of your Inftru&ions, as foon as I was informed of the Indians being come 
to John Harris’s, I fet off from Philadelphia to meet them, and arrived at John Harris’s 
the 29th of March , 1757, where I met about One Hundred and Sixty Indians, Men, 
Women and Children, Part of eight Tribes. 

The Thirtieth, I examined Jofeph Peepy, and Lewis Montour, in regard to the Mefla^es I 
had fent by them to the Safquehanndh Indians . 


They informed me, that C teedyufcung was gone to the Seneda Country, to get a Number of 
the Senecas to come down with him \ and they delivered me a Belt of Wampum fent me by 
Feedyufcung, in Return of mine fent him by them ; by which Belt he informs me, that he will 
be down as foon as poffible, with Two Hundred Indians, but could not tell, whether he 
would come in at Eajlon or at John Harris's, 


The remaining Part of this Day I fpent in getting what Intelligence I could of the 
Strength of the French oh Ohio , and the Difpofition of the Delawares and Shawanefe ; and. 
by the bed: Accounts I can get, I find the French have not had above Three Hundred Men 
in Garrifon at Ohio this Winter, and that the Delawares and Shawanefe on Ohio were divided 
among# themfelves^ one Half of each Tribe going down Ohio to where the Lower Shawa¬ 
nefe are fettled, and the other Half were determined to go off to the Six Nations, 

1 am informed, that all the Safquehdnna Indians are diipofed for Peace, except the Mnnfeys, 
or Minifink Indians y yet I understand that a Number of them will be down with "Tcedyujcung. 

I am informed, by a Six Nation Indian, one of Reputation among# them, that refided at 
Dhthogo', that as foon as Jofeph Peepy and Lewis Montour had delivered their Meffage there, 
the Council, that Night* dilpatched two Men to the Ohio , to inform the Delawares and 
Shawanefe, living there, of this Meeting, defiring fome of them to come to it; but if none 
of them #iould chufe to come, thefe Meffengers were then to in lift that none of the Dela¬ 
wares and Shawanefe , living on the Ohio, Should come to War again# the Englijlo till this 
Meeting was over, and they have Time* after returning Home, to let them know how it 
ended. 


At 
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At a MEETING of the Six Nations and their Aliks , and George Grog- 
han, Efq\ Deputy Agent to the Honourable Sir William Johnson, Baro~ 
net , His Majeftys foie Agent and Superintendent of the Affairs of the 
Six Nations, their Allies and Dependents , and by his fpecial Order, at 
John Harris ’the Fir ft Day of April, 1757* 

PRESENT, 

The Reverend Mr. John Elder, Mr. Hugh Crawford\ 

Captain Thomas M‘Kee, Mr. John Harris „ 

Mr. James Armjlrong, 

William Prentup, Interpreter. 

Mohawks. Oneidoes, Tufcaroras. 

Tiabanforea, ‘Thomas King, Rut King, 

Connadagaughia, Scarroyady , With Twenty-fix Others* 

S gehoanna, Tawnaquanagis, Men, Women and 

Peter, With Thirteen others. Children. 

With 31 others Men, Men, Women and 

Women and Children. Children. 


Onondagoes. 

OJjaratonqua , and his two 
Brothers, with Eigh¬ 
teen others, Men, Wo¬ 
men and Children. 


Cay u gas. 

Ogaratawrea, 

Orarroquare , 

Jenkafarone, 

With 20 others, Men, 
Women and Children. 


Senecas. 

George, 

With Eight more. Men, 
Women and Chil¬ 
dren. 


Nanticokes. Delawares. Conneftogoes. 

Rbert White, Samuel, _ Sah ays , 

JoJhua, JtfeprPeepy, ~~ Captain John, 

With Eleven more. Men, Thomas Evans, With Twenty-nine more* 

Women and Chil- Jonathan, with 20 more. Men, Women and 

dren. Men, Women and Children. 

Children. 

Brethren y 

I AM fent here by the Honourable Sir William Johnson, to reprefent him at this 
Meeting 5 and I defire you all to give Attention to what I am going to fay to you in Be¬ 
half of your Brother Onas and the wife Men of this Government, who are truly fenfibie of 
your Afflictions, occafioned by the Death of many of your Counfellors and Warriors, fince 
they had the Pleafure of feeing you in this Government j and as they have ever looked upon 
your Misfortunes as their own* they mix their Tears with yours,, and have defired me to 
condole with you, agreeable to the antient Cuftom of our Forefathers. 

Gave a Belt , 

Brethren, 

With this Belt of Wampum I wipe the Blood off the Seats round your Council Fire, that 
your old Men at this critical Juncture, when convened in Council, may fit with Comfort, 
and direCt their Warriors with Wifdoim 

Gave a Belt . 

Brethren * 

As I have wiped the Blood off the Seats round your Council Fire, I, with thefe Strouds; 
wrap up the Bodies of your deceafed Friends, and bury them decently, covering their 
Graves with thefe Blankets and Halfthicks. 

Gave the Goods . 

Brethren 5i 

As the Blood is wiped off the Seats of your Counfellors, the Dead decently buried, and 
their Graves covered, I, with this Beit of Wampum, wipe the Tears from your Eyes, and 
defire you may mourn no more. 

Gave a Belt . 

Brethren, 

As you are now out of Mourning, I with this Belt of Wampum difperfe the dark Clouds 
which are gathered over your Heads, that you may fee the Sun clear, and fhake Hands with 
your Brethren when you meet in Council. Gave a Belt . 

Brethren y 


Conneffogoes. 

Sahays, 

Captain John, 

With Twenty-nine more; 
Men, Women and 
Children. 
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Brethren, ...... 

As we have now gone through the antient Cuftoms ufed by our Forefathers upon their 
Meeting, I with this Belt of Wampum heal your Hearts, and free your Minds from Trou¬ 
ble, that we may meet each other in Council, and brighten the Chain of Friendship. 

Gave a Belt. 

Brethren, 

I now wipe the Sweat off your Bodies after your long Journey, and bid you a hearty Wel¬ 
come to this Government in the Name of your Brother Onas. 

Gave a String. 

Sachems and Warriors of the Six United Nations, our Friends and Brethren , 

, 1 embrace this Opportunity of acquainting you, that lad; Year your Brother Onas held two 
Conferences at EaJion with your Nephews the Delawares , and your Brethren the ShawaneJ'e, 
that live on Safquehannah, in order to fettle the Differences fubfifting between them and us $ 
but as that good Work could not be accomplished at that Time, they agreed to have a Meet¬ 
ing this Spring to finally fettle all Differences fubfifting between them and us their Brethren : 
And that this Meeting might be the more general, I diSpatched Meffengers up Safquehannah, 
and to Ohio , and I wrote to your Brother, Sir William Johnfon , defiring him to requeft a 
Number of you our Brethren, the Six United Nations , to be prefent at this Meeting, who I 
am heartily glad to fee here ; and when your Nephews and Brothers arrive, I am in great 
Hopes, by your Afliftance, to be able to accommodate Matters to the mutual Satisfaction of 
both them and us their Brethren the Englijh in the Several Governments. 

And by this Belt of Wampum, I requeft you to make ufe of all your Intereft with your 
Nephews the Delawares , and Brothers the Shawanefe , to bring about an Accommodation 
between them and us, that the Sun may once more Shine upon us in Peace, and that the 
Peace may laft as long as the Sun, the Moon and the Stars give Light. 

Gave a Belt . 


At a Meeting with the Indians, at John Harris’.?, April 2, 1757. 
P R E S ENT, 


The Reverend Mr. Elder, 
Captain T homas M‘Kee, 

Mr. fames'Armftrong, 

Mr. Hugh Crawford , 

Mr. John Harris. 

Scarroyady , Speaker for the Indians .• 


The Deputies of the 
Six United Nations, 

' The Delawares , and 
Nanticokes. 

William Prent up. Interpreter. 


Brother, # 

Y O U .and our Brother Onas wifely considered the antient Cuftom of our Forefathers, 
in condoling with ns, and mixing your Grief with ours: And as we make no 
Doubt but fome of yo\ir wife Counfellors are dead Since we were here, and many of our 
Brethren have been killed by the evil Spirit, we wipe the Blood off your Council Seats, and 
put them in Order with this Belt of Wampum. 

Gave a Belt, 

Brother, 

After wiping the Blood off your Council-Seats, we, with thefe few Skins, wrap up the 
Bones of our Brethren that died or were killed by the evil Spirit, and cover their Graves. 

Gave a fmall Bundle of Skins. 

Brother , • 

We, by this Belt of Wampum, wipe the Tears from your Eyes, and defire Jou may mourn 
no more. 

Gave a Belt. 

Brother , 

We, with this Belt of Wampum, diSperfe the dark Clouds, that the Sun may always 
ftiine upon us in Friendship; we heal your Heart, and free your Mind from Trouble, that we 
may meet each other in Council, and brighten the Chain of Friendship made by our Fore¬ 
fathers ; and that the Council Fire may burn clear, we throw a few Chips on it. 

Gave a Belt. 


B 


This 
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This Evening I had a Meeting of the Sachems, and propofed the Going to Philadelphia , 
to hold the Treaty; but I could-prevail on none of them, except the Mohawks , to go there ; 
the reft were afraid of Sicknefs. 


When I found they were not to be prevailed on to go there, I called a Council, and, with 
a Belt of Wampum, I removed the Council Fire to Lancajier ; to which Place they all agreed 
to go, and wait the Arrival of Teedyufcung , with the Senecas , Delawares , and Shawanefe. 

Gave a Belt, to remorce the Council Fire to Lancafter. 


April the 7th, I arrived at Lancajier from John Harris %; from whence Mr. Shipper, Mr. 

*thompfon , Mr .'Boude, and Captain Cane, with a Number of other Gentlemen, Inhabitants of 
that Borough, went out with me to meet the Indians (who I had left a few Miles behind) 
to bid them welcome to Lancajier . 

As foon as the Indians were fettled at the Place taken for them by Jatnes Wright , Efqf 
I then kindled a fmall Fire for them to fit by till they ftiould hear from their Brother Oms 
of the Arrival of Teedyufcung. 


April the 10th, I received a Letter from his Honour the Governor, acquainting me of £he 
Arrival of Fifty Delawares and Shawanefe at Fort-Allen, and that they were ordered to wait 
there the Arrival of Teedyufcung, with the reft of the Indians who were coming with him. 

I immediately ordered a Meeting of the India?is , and acquainted them with what the Go¬ 
vernor had wrote me about the Arrival of the Delawares and Shawaneje at Fort-Allen., 
which was very agreeable to them. 

I then acquainted them, by a Beit of Wampum, that their Brother Onas had prepared a 
very convenient Place for them within a Mile of Philadelphia , and that he propofed to hold 
the Conference at Philadelphia , as Teedyujcung had, at the iaft Treaty at Eajlon , given his Ho¬ 
nour the Governor a Promife to come to Philadelphia this Spring. 

The Indians, after confidering what had been faid to the?n, returned the following A fiver . 

Brother, ^__ 

We have confidered what you faid to us from our Brother Ow^Jpwhen you propofed to 
us, at John Harris's, to go to Philadelphia, we refufed for the Reafons we then gave you. 
By the Meffage you fent us by Jofeph Peepy and Lewis Montour , we underftood that the De¬ 
lawares and Shawanefe were to fix the Place of Meeting where they thought proper. 


Brother, 

We tell you we will fit where we are till they arrive and fix the Place of Meeting with our 
Brother Onas. w * 


Returned the BUt of Wampum. 


April the nth, I delivered the Goods purchafed by James Wright, Efq; for the Indians , in 
the Prefence of Mr. James Webb , which was well received by them. 

After the Goods were divided, the Chiefs of the feveral Tribes came in a Body, and return¬ 
ed* Thanks to the Government for the Cloathing they had received. 

The 13th, the feveral Chiefs came to me, and told me, they obferved that I gave no 
Cloathing to our Brothers the Connefiogoes , and defired: that I would give them fome, elfe they 
fliould be obliged to give them Part of what had been given them. 

Gave a String. 

The 17th, I called a Meeting of all the Indians, and returned them Thanks for condoling 
with me at John Harris's for the Lofs we their Brethren the Englijh had fuftained by Death 
and the evil Spirit. 


Brethren , 

% I return you Thanks for mixing your Grief with ours, and wiping the Blood off our Coun¬ 
cil Seats. 

Gave a Belt. 

Brethren, 

I give you Thanks for wrapping up the Bones of our deceafed Brothers, and covering the 
Graves, and wiping the Tears from our Eyes. 

Gave a Belt. 

Brethren, 
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Brethren , , ' - • v 1757. 

I return you Thanks for difperfing the dark Clouds from over our Heads, for healing our 
Hearts, and freeing our Minds from Trouble, and for brightening the Chain of Friendftiip 
made by our Forefathers. 

Gave a Belt . 

April the 20th, I received a Letter from his Honour Governor Denny, inclcfing two 
Meffagesfrom Feedyufcung to the Governor, which were delivered to Major tarfons in EaJlon , 
and forwarded by him. 

As foon as I received his Honour’s Letter, I called a Meeting of the Indians , and repeated 
over to them the Meffages, and let-them know, that Feedyufcmgs being fo long detained on the 
M^ay was the Scarcity of Provifions; and then acquainted them, that his Honour the Gover¬ 
nor had ordered a Supply to be fertf to meet them, for which the Indians returned his Ho¬ 
nour the Governor their hearty Thanks, and faid, their Brother Onas’s fending Proviiions to 
meet their Coufins on the Road, was giving them the ftrongeft Aflurances of his Regard and 
Efteem for them. 

Gave a String of Wampum. 

April the 23 d, Six Onondago Warriors applied to me for Liberty to go to Fort Cumberland, 
to join the Southward Indians , who they underftood were going to War againft His Majefty’s 
Enemies at Ohio ; I granted their Requeft, and fitted them out for their Journey. 

April the 26th, Scarroyady , with a Party of Mohawk Warriors, came and told me that they 
were apprehenfive the French would make fome Attempt againft Fort-Augufla, and defired 
I would fit them out to go there ; to which I agreed, giving them Orders to Reconnoitre the 
adjacent Woods, for a few Days, then to proceed towards the Oho , and to reconnoitre the 
Country well as they went, and if they difcovered any Body of French , or Parties of Indians, 
coming towards Fort-Augufa , or any Part of this or the neighbouring Governments, they 
were immediately to return and give Notice to the Commanding Officer at Fort-Augufta , or 
to the Commanding Officer of the Fort nigheft to that Part of the ^Country where they 
fhould come into. 

The 26th of April, P. M. the Chiefs of the feveral Tribes called a Meeting, and fent 
for me, and defired to know what Time they might expedt their Brother Onas up, and their 
Nephews the Delawares , and Brothers the Shawanefe , to hold the Conference. 

To which I anfwered, I had not yet received any certain Account of the Arrival of the 
Delawares and Shawanefe ; and until the Governor had fixed the Place and Time of Meet¬ 
ing with Feedyufcung, I could not give them a full Anfwer. 

To which Little Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, fpoke as follows, in Behalf of the Whole. 

Brother, 

We have been here a great while, and the Spring is coming on faft: It is Time for us to 
think of going Home to plant. We have heard what you have faid to us from our Brother 
Onas , both at John Harris's and here, that our Brother Onas propofed to hold the’Treaty at 
Philadelphia. Every Time you fpoke to us upon that Head, we gave you our Objections 
againft going fo far down, which we expedted would have been confidered before now; but 
as our Brother Onas has not yet agreed to come here, we Lave determined in our own Minds 
to treat with our Brother Onas here, and go no further down the Country. 

Brother, 

We have appointed three Men to go to Philadelphia to fpeak with our Brother Onas, and 
requeft of him to come up, and we defire you will find Horfes for them to ride down, and 
a Man to go with them to the Governor. 

And we have appointed three more to go and meet our Nephews the Delawares , and Bro¬ 
thers the Shawanefe , and bring them here, and we defire you will find them Horfes, and a 
Man to go and take Care of them, and provide Neceftaries for them on the Road. 

Gave a String. 

May the 5th, P. M. Captain Freni returned from Bethlehem, with the Deputies that went 
from here to meet the Delawares and Shawanefe, and brought with them four Delaware Men, 
and One Woman. 


About 
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About two Hours afterwards, Captain M c Kee returned from Philadelphia , with the Depu¬ 
ties who" were fent down to the Governor to invite him here to hold the Conference. 

May the 6th, I called a Meeting of the Chief# of the feveral Tribes, when William Logan , 
Efq; a Member of his Honour the Governor’s Council, returned the Governor’s Aniwer to 
the Meffage fent, him by Thomas King } and Rut King. 

Brethren , the Deputies of the Six United Nations, and your Coufns and Brethren Delawares/ 

I am fent to you by your Brother On as, from Philadelphia , as a Member of his Council, 
and your very good Friend, and I defire you will attend to what I am now going to fay to you, 
and confider my Words as if they were fpoken by Onas himfelf. 

• , Gave a String. 

Brethren , 

A few Days fince, fhomas King, and Rut King , accompanied by fhomas M‘Kee, as their 
Guide, came to me in Philadelphia , and informed me, by this Belt of Wampum, that you 
held a Council Fire at Lancafter, and had fent for our Friend George Croghan to it, and had 
made a Speech to him; in which you acquainted him, that on his Invitation you came to 
John Harris's, underftanding the Council Fire was to be kindled there ; that after you had 
ftaid there fome Time, you were defired to accompany him to Lancajler, and that I would 
meet you there ; that therefore you had appointed thefe two Indians to wait on me, and to 
take me by the Hand, and invite me to your Council; that you had determined among your- 
felves to come no further, and would be glad to fee me, and that my coming would rejoice 
your Hearts. * 

Brethren, 

You mud be very fenfible, that in the tranfa<£ling Publick Affairs, in thefe troublefome 
Times, many Difficulties and unforefeen Accidents happen which require my particular At¬ 
tendance in Philadelphia ; this is my prefent Cafe. And as Jeedyufcung, the Chief of the 
Delawares, our Countryman, and your Coufm, with fome other Chiefs and Head Men of 
that Nation, has fent me lately a Meffage, acquainting me, that he was on his Way, with 
a great Number of Indians, coming to meet me, in order to finifh the Treaty of Peace begun 
lalt Year by our late Gbvernor and myfelf with the faid Chiefs, and defired me to be ready 
with my Counfellors to affid in finifhing the faid Treaty which was fo happily begun, and 
that I would be fo kind as to fend for Mofes Lat amy —an d Join Pum pfbire (two Delaware In¬ 
dian Interpreters) from the lerfeys , to be prefent; and that as there was fo great a Number 
of Indians who were coming with him, they would want Provifions on their Way, and 
defired I would fend fome to Wyoming for them, which I immediately complied with. Thefe, 
Brethren, have been the Reafons for my delaying my Journey to meet you at Lancafter , and 
fpr my defiring George Croghan would endeavour to prevail on you our Brethren to come to 
the Council Fire at Philadelphia, where the old wife People, who are your hearty Friends, 
would have been exceeding glad to fee you ; and as I have heard nothing from Teedyufcung 
very lately, I am uneafy left fome Accident has happened to him. I thank you very kindly 
for your affe&ionate Invitation : I accept of it, and will, with great Pleafure, come and con- 
fult with you at your Council Fire at Lancafter. 

Gave a Belt of eight Rows. 

May the 9th, three of the MeffengCrs I fent to the Ohio returned, and make the following 
Report. 

That on their Arrival at Venango * (an old Indian Town) on Ohio, they found feveral of 
the Delawares there, one, named Caftalago, their Chief. They immediately called a Meet¬ 
ing, and delivered the Speeches fent by them, which were very well received by the Dela¬ 
wares', who told them, in Anfwer, That they would accept of the Invitation, and come 
down with them ; but that they muft firft go and confult their Uncles the Senecas, who lived 
further up the River. The next Day they fet off to a little Town further up the River Ohio , 
where they fummoned a Number of th& Delawares and Senecas together*. After repeating 
the Meffages over, one of the Senecas, named Gariftagee, one of the Chiefs, faid to the De¬ 
lawares ; Nephews, You muft not accept of that Call, for the Belts which are fent you are 
not proper Belts on this Occafion. I know George Croghan very well, and Would be very 
glad to fee him; and if he will fend a proper Belt, with Men wrought in it, for the feveral 
Tribes he wants to meet with (himfelf taking us by the Hand) made of old Council Wam¬ 
pum, which is the Cuftom of the Six Nations on thefe Occaiions, I will go down with you 
and fee him : To which the Delawares agreed, and then returned the Belts. 

They fay that one of the Meffengers proceeded further, to where the Delawares, that lived 
formerly at Kittanning , were now fettled, on Beaver-Creek, with a View of finding out the Dif- 

pofitions 
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portions of them; and they expert he will be foon down, if not killed. Thefe Meffengers 1757., 
fay, that there were but fifteen Frenchmen at Venango , and that the Fort there is very weak ; —* 

and that the Indians in them Parts are very much diftreffed for Provifions. 

They fay that the Ohio Indians are much afraid of the Southern Indians , having been 
ftruck three Times by them this Spring, twice near Fort Du Qttefne, and once at the Logs- 
Trwn y and that the Indians are moving fail up the Ohio towards the Senecas. 

They heard from the Indians there, that the French were defeated at Fort William-Henry\ 
and that there was another Party defeated by Sir William 'Johnfon , at the German-Flats ; and 
the French were determined yet to make another Trial againfi: the Englijh, but that they could 
not tell where they intended to ftrike next. 

They fay the two Men killed at Fort Augufta, were killed by the Delawares and French , 
which was the only Party of Delawares or Shawaneje that has come againfi: us this Spring ; 
that the other Parties that have been on the Frontiers of this and the neighbouring Provinces, 
were Indians from over the Lakes ; that the Delawares made great Game of the Lake In¬ 
dians, and told thofe Meffengers*, that one Party of them, who had been down, had, on their 
Return, killed and eat three of the Englijh Prifoners, for want of Food; that there was an 
Account came there whilft they were at Venango , that the French Conewagas had differed 
with the French , becaufe the French would not lupply them with Provifions; the Difference 
rofe fo high at laft, tliat they came to Blows; that Sixty of the Conewagas were killed, and 
a great Number of the French. 

I quere the Truth of this News, as the French undoubtedly know their Intereft too well 
to differ with the Conewagas at this Time. 

Thefe Meffengers, on their Return, touched at Diahogo , where they met with T oedyuj- 
cung, who enquired of them what they had been doing at Ohio ; they repeated over to him 
the Meffages that had been fent by them from this Government, and the Anfwer they had 
received from the Ohio Indians ; on which Feedyufcung fent the following Meffage by them 
to their Profiler Onas and me. 

Brothers■, 

Y O U have been'at a great deal of Trouble in fending Mefiages to us, your Brothers 
the Delawares and Shawanefe ; but the Perfons you employed are young Warriors, and 
not Counfellors, therefore unfit for i'uch Bufinefs; likewife the Belts you have fent, in Com¬ 
panion, are no more than Strings ; but if you will fend to call us together, and fend proper 
Belts, and wife Men to take us by the Hand, we will come down with them, and give you 
a Meeting. In which Meeting I hope we fhall fettle all Differences fubfifting between us ; 
and I affure you, by this Belt of . Wampum, that our Minds are well difpofed, and that 
our Hearts are warm and true towards you our Brothers the Englijh ; and we defire that 
you, as Meffengers from our Brothers, may take this Belt to Capt. Fhomas M'Kee, and let 
him deliver it in our Name to our Brother Onas and George Croghan. 

Gave the Belt . 

Brothers , 

There is one Thing that gives us a great deal of Concern, which is, our Flefh and Blood 
that lives among you at Bethlehemy and in the Jerfeys , being kept as if they were Prifoners. 

We formerly applied to the Minifter at Bethlehem , to let our People come back at Times and 
hunt, which is the chief Induftry we follow to maintain our Families; but that Minifter has 
not liftened to what we have faid to him, and it is very hard that our People have not the 
Liberty of coming back to the Woods, where Game is plenty, and to fee their Friends. 

They have complained to us, that they cannot hunt where they are; and if they go into 
the Woods, and cut down a Tree, they are abufed for it, notwithftanding that very Land we 
look upon to be our own ; and we hope, Brothers, that you will confider this Matter, and 
let our People come into the Woods, and vifit their Friends, and pafs and repafs, as Brothers 
ought to do. 

Gave a String. 

Lancajler , Monday , May the 9th, This Evening the Honourable William Denny, Efq; 

Governor of this Province, attended by a Number of his Council, a Number of the Houle 
of Reprefentatives, the Commifiioners for the Province, with a great Number of other Gen¬ 
tlemen, arrived here. 


C 


May 
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May the 10th, The Sachems of the federal Tribes, with a Number of their chief Warriors, 
waited on the Governor at Mr. George Gibforis, in Lancafter ; when the Governor, with 
the Gentlemen that attended him, took them by the Hands, bid them welcome, and his 
Honour made them the following Speech. 

Brethren, 

I give you a very hearty Welcome, agreeable to my Meffage by Mr. Logan . I have wait¬ 
ed all this Time at Philadelphia , expeding the Arrival of Feedyufcung , as the principal Bufinefs 
to be tranfaded at this Meeting is between this Government and your Coufins the Delawares 
and Shawa?iefe ; but receiving your kind Invitation, I have haftencd here, and am glad to 
fee you. 


At a Meeting in the Court-Houfe , in the Town of Lancafter, on Thurfday, 
the 12th of May, 1757, P. M. 

PRESENT, 


The Honourable WILLIAM DENNY\ Efq; Lieutenant-Governor of the Province 
of Pennjylvania, and Counties of New-Cafle , Kent and Sujfex , on Delaware. 


"James Hamilton, 

William Logan, I Efquires, Mem- 

Ri chard Peters , * berS of the Go- 

Lyn-Ford Lardner , h vernor’s Coun- 

yohn Mifflin, I cii. 

Benjamin Chew, J 


Ifaac Norris, 
William Mafiers, 
yj'eph Galloway, 
fohn Baynton, 
George Ajhbridge, 
William Wejl, 


1 

| Efquires, the Speak- 
: er, and Commit- 
[ tee of the Houfe of 
j Reprefentatives. 


The Magiftrates of the Botough, \^ith a great Number of other Gentlemen. 

The Deputies of the Mohawks, Oneidoes , Fufcaroras, Onondagoes , Cayugas, with fome Sene¬ 
cas, Nanticokes, and Delawares. 

William Prentup, Interpreter for the Crown. 

Conrad Weifer , Efq; Interpreter for the Province. 

On opening the Meeting, his Honour the Governor afked me, as I reprefented the Honour¬ 
able Sir William Johnson at this Treaty, if I was provided with a Secretary : Upon 
anfwering I was provided with one, his Honour then gave Orders that no Perfon elfe 
thould take any Notes. * 

Then the Governor made the following Speech. 

Brethren of the United Nations, 

Y O U are fenfible of the unhappy Differences that have fubfifted for fome Time paft be¬ 
tween us, the People of Pennjylvania, the Englijh in the feveral Colonies, and our 
Brethren and Countrymen, the Delawares and Shawanefe, your Nephews and Brothers. 

By the Mediation of Sir William yohnfon, His Majefly’s foie Agent and Superintendent of 
Indian Aifairs for the Northern Diflrid of America, a Ceffation of Arms was agreed upon, 
and they, at a Conference held in Otfaningo, promifed to lay down their Hatchet; which A- 
greement they fince ratified and confirmed in another Conference with that Gentleman in 
your Prefence ; at which Time Sir William defired to know what was the Caufe of their com¬ 
mitting Hoftilities on their Brethren the Englijh , which Queftion they did not then give a full 
Anfwer to. But at afublequent Treaty with me at Eafton, in November laft, the fame Que- 
fhon being put to Peedyufcung, he frankly acknowledged that their foolifli young Men, being 
deluded by our Enemy, the falfe hearted French King, were perfwaded to take up the Hatchet 
againft us. This, he faid, was the firft and principal Caufe; but that one Reafon why the 
Blow fell the heavier on us was, that their Brother Onas had fraudulently pofleffed himfelf of 
fome of their Lands, without having firft purchafed, or given any Confideration for them. 

Gave a Belt of nine Rows. 

Being very defirous that all Caufes of Difcontent ftiould be removed, I propofed that the 
Blatter fliould then be finally accommodated ; but Feedyufcung declaring, that he was not fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficienty impowered to. finiili that Bufinefs, declined it, and delired another Meeting this 1757* 
Spring, when he engaged to bring with him thofe Indians to whom the faid Lands belonged, 
at which Time this Complaint might be fully heard, and amicably adjufted. 

Gave a Belt of nine Rows. 

Having the greateft Confidence in the Friendship and Juftice of our Brethren the Six Nd 
tions, I immediately acquainted Sir William Johnfon with thefe Proceedings, and requeued 
that he would be pleated to fend fome of the wife Men of thofe Nations to be prefent and 
aflift at the propofed Meeting. I expected Teedyufcung would have been here before this 
Time, and am greatly concerned at his Stay. 

It would afford me great Satisfaction, if it had fuited your Conveniency to wait his Arrival; 
but as you have informed me your Bufinefs wjll not admit of being longer abfent from your 
Country, if you can now think of any Meafure that may be likely to promote the good 
Work in which we are engaged, and eftablifh a firm and lafting Friendship between us and 
your Nephews, you Shall find me fincerely difpofed to join with you in doing every Thing in 
my Power conducive to fo defirable an End. In Confirmation whereof, I give you this Belt 
of thirteen Rows. 

Gave the Belt. 


At a Meeting in the Court-Houfe> Friday, 


May l 3 > l 757 > P- M. 


PRESENT, 

The Honourable WILLIAM DENNV, Efq; Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Council. The Committee of the Affembly. 

The Magistrates of the Borough, and a great Number of other Gentlemen. 


The fame Indians. 

Thomas Kin £, an Oneido Sachem, ) c , r , 

Little Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, i S P eakers for the Indtam ' 

William Prentup , Interpreter for the Crown. 

Conrad Weifer> Efq-; Interpreter for the Province. 

Little Abraham opened the Meeting , addrefjing himfelf to the Governor as follows. 

Brother , 

A FTER you had done fpeaking to us Yefterday, you left the Appointing the Time for 
the next Meeting to us. We are now met in Council, and I defire you to liften to 
what we are going to fay. 


Thomas King then got up, and repeated over the two firft Speeches made to them by the 
Governor Yefterday, and returned his Honour Thanks, for acquainting them with the par¬ 
ticular Circumftances that happened during the Courle of the Conference at Eaflon la ft Fall, 
between his Honour and the Delawares and Shawanefe ; and expreffed the great Satisfaction 
it gave them to hear that their Brother Onas was fo fortunate as to find out the true Caufes 
from whence the Difference arofe between their Brethren the Englijh > and their Nephews the 
Delawares , and their Brothers the Shawaneje , for that they had taken a great Deal of Pains 
to find it out without Succefs. 

Gave a Belt. 

Thomas then addreffed himfelf to the Governor, and faid, he hoped, that if they (hould 
make any Blunders, or have forgot any Part of the Speech, he would excufe them, as they 
could not write ; therefore were obliged to keep every Thing in their Memory. 

Gave a Belt. 


Little Abraham then defired the Governor to give Attention, as they were going to return 
an Anfwer to his Honour’s laft Speech ; and after he had repeated over the laft Speech deli¬ 
vered them by the Governor Yefterday, he Ipoke as follows. 

Brother , 

You defired our Advice in Regard to the Differences that arofe between you and our Ne¬ 
phews the Delawares , and Brothers the Shawanefe ; and you delired us to give you our Opi¬ 
nion 
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1757. nion which would be the beft Method now to purfue to bring about an Accommodation: 

-—We have confidered what you required of us* Brothers, We are difappointed, by the 
Heads of our Relations not coming to this Meeting; it was on their Account that we met' 
our Brothers at this Time,—If they had come here at this Time, we fhould have fat 
hill, and heard the Complaints on each Side, then we fhould have been the better able to 
judge who was in the Fault, and would have given our Opinion freely : However, as 
Things now hand, we muft inform you, our Brothers, That in the Time of our Great- 
Grand-Fathers, and when the Six Nations firft united, it was agreed that the Seneca Country 
fhould be the Door to the Six Nations , into which all Meftengers fhould pafs in Time of 
War, and there deliver their Meffages; and the Senecas , our Brothers, were to forward the 
Meffages to all the United Nations. 

But in the Differences fubfifting at prefent between you and our Nephews and Brother^ 
we have heard nothing from that Quarter, though we are fenfible that Meffengers arrived 
there upon this Affair. And as we, the Mohawks , are a Door to the Eaftward of the Six 
Nation Country, eftablifhed at the fame time with that to the Weftward, finding that they 
negledted their Offices, we took the Affair in Hand, and fent Meffengers to Otfaningo , arid 
there a Council was held, and the Deputies we fent charged them to get fober, as we looked 
upon their Actions as the Adtions of drunken Men: This was the Subftance of the Speeches 
fent to them.—They returned for anfWer, That they looked upon themfelves as Men, and 
would acknowledge no Superiority that any other Nation had over them.—We are Men, and 
are determined not to be ruled any longer by you as Women; and we are determined to cut 
off all the Englijh, except thofe that may make their Efcape from us in Ships; fo fay no 
more to us on that Head, left we cut off your private Parts, and make Women of you, as 
you have done of us* In the mean time, though they did not any longer acknowledge the 
Six Nations as their Uncles, yet they would liften to what Anugh Kary Lany Lionen Hoko- 
rowy fhould fay to them.—Him only they acknowledged for their Uncle.—Notwithftanding 
this rafh Speech, they afterwards, at the Inftance of Sir William Jobnfon , agreed to a Cef- 
fation of Arms, to come to an Interview with him and their Brother Onas. 

Now, Brother, our Advice is to you, that you fend proper Meffengers immediately to the 
Senecas , to invite therm with our Nephews the Delawares , and Brothers the Shawanefe , to a 
Meeting With you here ; and when they come, be very careful in your Proceedings with 
them, and do not be rafh, and it will be in your Power to fettie all the Differences fubfifting 
betwen you add them : And we affure you, Brethren, by this Belt of Wampum, that we 
will continue our good Offices till this Affair is brought to a happy Conclufion. 

Gave 6 Belt , marked G. R. 


At a Meeting at the Court-Houfe , Monday, May 16, 1757, A. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable WILLIAM DENNT,\ Efq; Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Honourable Colonel John Stanwix. 

The Council. The Committee of Affembly. 

The Magiftrates of the Borough, with a great Number of other Gentlemen, 

The fame Indians. 

William Prentup , Interpreter for the Crown. 

Conrad Weifer , Efq; Interpreter for the Province. 

Little Abraham , a Mohawk Sachem, 7 T »• 

Vernas King, an Oneida Sachem, 1 S P eakerS for the Indtans ' 

Lhe Governor jpoke as follows . 


brethren of the United Nations, 

I HAVE duly confidered what you xvere fo kind to fay to me the other Day, in Anfwer 
to my speech to you; and I return you my hearty Thanks for your Information and 
Advice as to what you judge proper to be done for the Reftoration of Peace between us, 
your Coufins the Delawares , and Brethren the Shawanefe . 

We 
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We look upon your informing us of that clofe Connexion, at prefent fubfifting between 
your Coufins and the Seneca Nations, of which we were till now ignorant, as the greateft 

Mark of your Regard and Efleem for us.-brothers, Your Advice is good and whole- 

fome, and I fhall, in Purfuance of it, fend an Invitation to Teedyufcung to come down, and 
leave it entirely to his Choice to bring with him fuch and fo many of his Uncles, and others 
his Friends, as he thinks proper, and will then cautioufly and carefully purfue your Advice 
in treating with them. 

In the mean time, if, on your Return, you fliould meet with Yeedyufcuhg, I defire you 
will let him know what has been done between us at this Meeting, and advife him of the 
Continuance of the good Difpofition of the People of this Province towards him and his 
People j and that we are ready to fulfil the Engagements we entered into with him at 
Eaflon, and fhall be glad to fee him and his Friends* as fioon as they can conveniently come. 

Gave a Belt . 

Little Abraham then flood up, with the Belt delivered them by the Governor in his Hand, 
and repeated over the Speech made them on it ; then addrefiing himfelf to the Gover¬ 
nor, he lpoke as follows. 

Brother Onas, 

We return you Thanks for accepting of our Advice; and we make no Doubt, if you 
purfue the Meafures we have recommended, but that your Endeavours Will be crowned with 

Suceefs.-We have come a great Journey, in order to fee the Differences fubfifting between 

you and our Coufins amicably fettled, and could wifh they had met here at this Time. On 
our Return, we afiure you We will recommend it to our Nephews and Brothers, in the 
ftrongeft Manner we can, to come down and meet you, in order to have all Differences 
fubfifting between you fettled in an amicable Manner, 

Gave a Belt . 


At the Court-Houfe in Lancafter, Tuefday, May 17, 1757.. 

P R E S E N T, 

The Honourable WILLIAM DENNY\ Efq; Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Honourable Colonel John Stanwix. 

The Council. The Committee of the Affembly. 

The Magiftrates of the Borough, with a great Number of other Gentlemen, 

* The fame Indians. 

William Prentup, Interpreter for the Crown. 

Conrad Weifer , Efq; Interpreter for the Province. 

Little Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, > o t c 1 ^ 7 . 

Thomas King, an Oneido Sachem, \ S P eakers for the Indians ' 

After the Minutes of the Treaty were read, and the Indians acquainted by the Interpreter with 
what had been doing, the Governor fpoke as follows. 

Brethren of the Six United Nations, 

I D E SIR E to be informed if you have any Complaints againfi: this Province, with Re¬ 
gard to Purchafes of Land, or for any other Caufe whatfoever: In Expectation that you 
would freely open your Hearts to me on thefe Heads, I give you this Belt. 

Gave a Belt . 


I then acquainted the Indians by the Interpreter, that I was going to fpeak to them in 
Behalf of the Honourable Sir William ‘johnfon. Baronet, His Majefty’s foie Agent and Su¬ 
perintendent of the Affairs of the Six Nations , and their Allies and Dependents, and defired 
them to confider my Words as if fpoken by himfelf. 

Sachems and Warriors of the Six United Nations, our Friends and Brethren , 

When Teedyufcung, at the Treaty held at Eafton , complained that the Indians had been de¬ 
frauded of fome of their Lands, this Government agreed to meet him upon his own Appoint¬ 
ment this Spring; to which Meeting you were invited, that you might fee and hear every 

D Thing 
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Thing to be then tranfa&ed with your Nephews the Delawares ,. and Brothers the Shawa?iefe\ 
You are now here on that Invitation, and are Witneffes how ready this Government is to re- 
drefs any Injuries or Injuftice done to the Indians whenever they can make that appear, and 
that they, your Brethren of Pennfylvania , are now attending for that Purpofe, and you mu if be 
convinced, frotn their Conduft towards you, that they are not come empty handed. 

Gave a Belt. 

Brethren , 

His Majefty’s Subjects that have fettled this and the neighbouring Provinces by Law, ard 
not allowed to buy any of your Lands, and accordingly they have never done it; and if thofe 
who only have a Right from the Crown to purchafe your Lands have done you any Injuftice, 
or injured the Indians on this Account, the Governor of this Province, with a Number of the * 
chief Men of this Government, are here, and appear hearty and willing to make Satisfaction - 
but if they, or the People of thefe Provinces, fhould refufe doing you Juftice, when you make 
it appear that you are injured, I will then carefully reprefent your Cafe to the King of Eng¬ 
land, my Matter, and your Father, in order to procure you ample and immediate Satisfaction. 

Gave a Belt . 

Brethren , 

As Deputies from moftof the Tribes of the Six Nations are now here, who may not be 
prefent when Peedyufcung comes down, and as I am ordered and required by the Honour¬ 
able Sir William Johnfon , Baronet, His Majefty’s chief Agent and Superintendent of the 
Affairs of the Six Nations , their Allies and Dependents, to enquire into and hear the Com¬ 
plaints made by the Indians , and, if juftly grounded, to ufe my utmoft Endeavours to get theiH 
redreffed, I do infift upon it, that you open your Hearts to me without Referve, and inform 
me of every Thing you know concerning Frauds complained of by Feedyufcurtg, or any 
other Injuries or Injuftice done to you, or any of the Tribes of the Six Nations , or other In¬ 
dians in Alliance with His Majefty King Georoe, in this or the neighbouring Colonies, that 
I may be thereby enabled to reprefent the true State of your Grievances to His Majefty.—Bix> 
thren, after this candid ConduCt towards you, and my thus prefling you to open your Minds 
to me, I do expeCt that you will hide nothing from me, but fpeak from the Bottom of your 
Hearts : And I expeCt that you will recommend it to your Nephews the Delawares , and Bro¬ 
thers the Shawanefe , to come down and give your Brother Onas a Meeting, to make their 
Complaints appear, and have them adjufted, elfe I fhall take it Ibr granted that they have no 
juft Caufe of Complaint : To inforce what I have faid, I give you this Belt of Wampum. 

. Gave a Belt. 

Brethren of the United Nations, 

You remember that your Nephews the Datawares, and Brothers the Shawanefe , in a Coun¬ 
cil with you at Otfaningo, promifed to lay down their Flatchet, and in a fubfequent Meeting 
with Sir William Johnfon , at his Houfe, in July laft, ratified and confirmed it in the moft fo- 
lemn Manner in ydur Prefence ; then promifing to deliver up all the Englifh Prifoners that 
Were by any Means brought to their Country, or in their Pofteftion ; and I defire that on your 
Return to your Country, you will remind your Nephews and Brothers of their Promifes to 
Sir William Johnfon , and recommend it ftrongly to them to bring down what Englifh Pri¬ 
foners they have amongft them, and deliver them up, as that is the only Proof they can give 
us of their Sincerity and good Difpofition towards us. 

Gave a Belt . 

Sachems and Warriors of the United Nations, 

In that Meeting with your Brother Warraigheyagey , your Nephetvs the Delawares , and 
Brothers the Shawanefe , renewed and brightened the Chain of Friendfhip between them and 
us, and promifed to fix their. Eyes on you their Uncles, and regulate their Condud: by yours ; 
and at the fame time declared, in a publick Manner, by dancing, and finging the War Song’ 
that they would turn the Edge of their Hatchet, in Conjun&ion with you their Uncles the 
Six Nations , againft the French , the treacherous and faithlefs Invaders of the Property of 
Mankind. And I muft now defire that you will infift upon their being ready, when called 
upon, to join His Majefty’s Troops, in Conjunaion with you our Friends and Allies, againft 
our common Enemy.—That this Speech may have its full Force upon your Minds, I pre¬ 
fent you with this Belt of Wampum. 


Gave a War Belt . 

Little Abraham then [poke as follows . 

Brothers , # 

The Speeches you have juft made are of great Confequence both to you and us._We 

fhall duly confider them, and, as foon as poflibly we can, we will return you an Anfwer. 


May 1 8 , 1757. This Day four Perfons that were killed on the Frontiers, in the Settlement 
of Swetara , by the Enemy Indians , were brought to this Town.—In the Afternoon the 
chief Sachems , with a Number of their Warriors, called a Meeting in the Indian Camp, and 
fpoke to us as follows. 


Brethren , 
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Brethren , 

We have called this Meeting with Tears in our Eyes, on Account of feeing fo many of 
•our Brethren killed by the evil Spirit; and we take this Opportunity, as we have a good deal 
of Bufinefs yet to do, to wipe the Tears from your Eyes, fo that To-morrow, when we meet 
in Council, we may fee each other with the fame Good-will we have hitherto done. 

Gave a String. 

Brethren, 

Now we have wiped the Tears from your Eyes, agreeable to the antient Cuflom of our 
Forefathers, we clean the Blood off your Council Seats, that you may fit with Comfort, and 
hear what we have to fay to you. No Doubt but the French King, who takes delight in Mif- 
chief, has taken this Opportunity to fend his Children down to commit thefe Murders, with 
Expectation of breeding a Difference between you our Brethren and us; but we defire you will 
hold fall by the Chain of Friendfhip fubfifting between us, and difappoint him in his Defigns. 

Gave a Belt. 


At a Meeting in the Court-Houfe in Lancaftcr, Thurfday, May 195 

1757, P. M. 


PRESENT, 

The Honourable WILLIAM DE NNT, Efq; Lieutenant-Governor. 


The Honourable Colonel JohnStAnwix. 

The Council. The Committee of the Affembly. 

The Magiftrates of the Borough, with a great Number of other Gentlemens 


The fame Indians'. 

William P rent up. Interpreter for the Crown. 

Conrad Weifer, Efq; Interpreter for the Province. 

Little Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, 1 0 T r . T 7 . 
‘Thomas King, an Oneida Sachem, 1 S P eakers for the Indiam ' 


■After reading over the Condolance Speeches made Yefferday by the Indians , on Account of 
our People that were killed by the Enemy, Little Abraham ,addreffing himfelf to the Honour¬ 
able Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, and the Governor, fpoke as follows. 


Brethren, 

E ACH of you made us a Speech Yefierday on the fame Subject; both which Speeches 
I now propofe to anfwer at once*. and then fpoke as follows. 


Brothers , . . „ 

Some Years ago, in the Jerfeys , one of the Head Men of the Delawares had been out a 
Hunting.—On his Return, he called- to fee a Gentleman, a great Friend of his, one of your 
People, who he found in his Field : When the Gentleman law him he came to meet him. 
It was rainy Weather, and the Delaware Chief had his Gun under his Arm.—They met at a 
Fence, and as they reached out their Hands to each other, the Delaware s Gun went off by 
Accident, and jfhot him dead. He was very much grieved at the Accident, and went to the 
Houfe, and told the Gentleman’s Wife what had happened, and faid he was willing to die, 
and did not choofe to live after his Friend. She immediately fent for a Number of the Inha¬ 
bitants.—When they were gathered, fome faid it was an Accident, and could not be helped; 
but the greatefl Number were for hanging him, and he was taken by the Sheriff, and carried 
to Amboy , where he was tried, and hanged.—There was another Misfortune that happen¬ 
ed.—A Party of Shawanefe, who were going to War againfl their Enemies, in their Way 
through Carolina , called at a Houfe, not fufpedling any Harm, as they were amongfl their 
Friends, a Number of the Inhabitants rofe and took them Prifoners, on Account of fome 
Mifchief that was done there about that Time, fufpedtirig them to be the People that had 
done the Mifchief, and Carried them to Charles-Town , and put them in Prifon, where the 
chief Man, called Lhe Pride, died.—The Relations of thefe People were much exafperated 
againfl you our Brethren, the Englijh, on Account of the ill Treatment you gave their 

Friends, and have been continually fpiriting up their Nations to take Revenge.-Brothers, 

you defired us to open our Hearts, and inform you 6f every Thing we knew that might give 

Rife 
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Rife to the Quarrel between you and our Nephews and Brothers.—We mull: now inform 
you, that in former Times our Forefathers conquered the Delawares , and put Petticoats on 
them.—A long Time after that they lived among you our Brothers, but upon fome Diffe¬ 
rence between you and them, we thought proper to remove them, giving them Lands to 

plant and hunt on at Wyoming and Juniata , on Safquehannah. -But you, covetous of Land, 

made Plantations there, and fpoiled their hunting Grounds; they then complained to us, 
and we looked over thofe Lands, and found their Complaints to be true. At this Time they 
carried on a Correfpondence with the French , by which Means the French became acquaint¬ 
ed With all the Caufes of Complaint they had again# you; and as your People were daily en- 
creafing their Settlements, by this Means you drove them back into the Arms of the French , 
and they took the Advantage of fpiriting them up again# you, by telling them5 “ Children, 
you fee, and we have often told you, how the Englijh, your Brethren, would ferve you; 
they plant all the Country, and drive you back; fo that in a little Time you will have no 
Land: It is not fo with us; though we build Trading-Houfes on your Land, we do not 
plant it; we have our Provifions from over the great Water.”---We have opened our Hearts, 
and told you what Complaints we have heard that they had again# you 5 and our Advice to 
you is, that you fend for the Senecas and them treat them kindly, and rather give them fome 
Part of their Fields back again than* differ with them.—It is in your Power to fettle all the 
Differences with them if you pleafe. 

Gave two Belts , one for Sir William Johnfon, and one for the Governor . 

Little Abraham fpoke again as follows . 

Brothers, 

As to what palTed between you and Feedyufcung la# Fall, refpedting the Purchafe of Lands* 
we know nothing ofthey are not here, and if we enquire, we can only hear what you 
fay on that Head.—We fhould have been glad our Nephews the Delawares , and Brothers 
the Shawanefe, had been here at this Time, that we might have heard the Complaints on both 
Sides } then we fhould have been able to judge who was in the Fault, and we are determined 
to fee Juftice done to the Party aggrieved.—As they are not here, we can fay nothing about it 5 
but you yourfelves, between whom the Bufinefs was tranfadted, mu# be the be# Judges. 

Gave a String , 

Brothers , * 

You acquaint us there are certain Perfons empowered by the King to purchafe Lands here 
from the Indians We are unacquainted with that neither do we know how our Fa¬ 
ther, the King of England , has divided his Provinces.—You fay, if you have done the Indians 
any Inju#ice, you are willing to make them Satisfaction. We are glad to hear it j ana as 
you have Writings to refrefh your Memories about every Tranfadtion that has happened be¬ 
tween you and our Nephews and Brothers, the Delawares and Shawanefe , we recommend it 
heartily to you to do Juftice.—We are much concerned to fee how you are ufed by them and 
the French, every Day having your People killed, and you fitting with your Heads between 
your Legs, and receiving the Blow, without refenting it, as if you could not, or would not, fight 
to defend yourfelves * 

Brother Onas, # 

We defire that you may not think of great Expeditions far off.—Ule your be# Endeavours 
to defend your Frontiers, and protedt the Lives of your People.—It is better for you to give 
up fome Points to them, than to contend, provided they fhould be in the Wrong, and fet¬ 
tle all Differences fubfifting between you as foon as poffible. 

Gave a Belt , 

He added, Brother Onas , take Pattern by Sir William Johnfon ; he always keeps large Par¬ 
ties patrolling acrofs the Frontiers where he lives, and you do not hear of any Murders 
being committed there.—That is the Way to defend yourfelves.—The Enemy is afraid to 
enter the Settlements there ; and if you purfue the fame Meafures, they will be afraid to 
come into your Settlements. 


Thomas King then fpoke as follows. 

Brethren ,* 

We have confidered what you faid to us, about our requefting the Delawares and Shawa « 
nefe to bring down and deliver up all the Englifh Prifoners they have, agreeable to their Pro- 
miles to Sir William Johnfon. —We will do every Thing in our Power that may induce them 
to do it; but perhaps it will not be in our Power to prevail on them to give them up.— 
Once more we defire that you would fend for the Senecas and them, and endeavour to fettle 
all thofe Difterences.—It is in your Power to do it. When it is done, you will certainly fee 
fome of your own Flefh and Blood again - 

Gave a Belt ; 


Brethren , 
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It is true, we were prefent when the Delawares and Shawanefe brightened the Chain of —' 

Friendfhip with Sir William Johnfon, and promifed to turn the Edge of their Hatchet again ft 
the French .—But you muft know that laft Fall, tho* they went out to War with us, they 
always turned back, and did not perform what they had promifed ; jfo that we cannot ac¬ 
count for what they will do now.-—But for our Parts, the Six Nations , we have been engaged 
in the War with you, and are always ready, when we fee an Englijh Flag, to join our Bro¬ 
thers, and to go with them, and lhare the fame Fate. 

Gave a Belt, 


At a Me e t i n g in 

P 


the Court-Houfe> at Lancafter, Friday, May 20; 

1757, P. M. 

RESENT, 


The Honourable WILLIAM DENNY\ EFq; Lieutenant-Governor. 
The Honourable Colonel John Stanwix. 

The Council. The Committee of the Aflembly; 

The Magiftrates of the Borough, with a great Number'of other Gentlemen ; 
The fame Indians 


William Erentup , Interpreter for the Crown; 
Conrad WeiJ'er , Efqj Interpreter for the Province, 

Little Abraham , a Mohawk Sachem, \ 

Yhomas King , an Oneido Sachem, 


5 1 Speakers for the Indians, 


After reading over the Speeches made the Day before , a?id the Interpreter acquainting the Indians 
with what had been doings the Governor[poke as follows. 


Brethren of the Six United Nations, 

I R E T U R N you my hearty Thanks for the kind and open Manner in which you have 
informed us of the Caufes from whence the Diflatisfadion of our Brethren the Delawares 
and Shawanefe firft arofe; but, as you have obferved, they are not prefent, it muft be de¬ 
ferred until we have the Pleafure of feeing them.——I ftiall only afture you that I think 
your Advice good, and fhall, with great Satisfaction, conform to it, by fending for the 
People you have fo earneftly recommended to be fent for.—I think with you* that our Fron¬ 
tiers fliould be carefully and ftrongly guarded ; and it fhall be my particular Care to endea¬ 
vour to have this done, in which I fhall take kind any Afliftarice you will give me. 

Gave a Belt: 


Brethren, 

Soon after the prefent Troubles firft broke out between us and the French, fome of the 
Six Nation Indians requefted of this Government to build a ftrong Houfe at Shamokin, and a 
Store-houfe, with Indian Goods, and to give an Invitation to Indians * as well of the United Na¬ 
tions as Delawares, to come and live there; I muft noW inform you, that in Compliance 
with their Requeft this Government has built a ftrong Houfe, where Goods will foon be fent, 
and fold as cheap as any where on this Continent.—To this Place I have appointed Mr. Tho¬ 
mas M-Kee to conduct as many of you as fhall chufe to return that Way, and fhall leave it to 
you to fettle as many Families as fhall incline to live there ; promifing you, that Care ftiall 
be taken by this Government, that as many as flay fhall be furnifhed with fuch Necelfaries as 
they may want till they can fupport therftfelves. * 

Gave a Belt. 


Brethren $ 

I fhall immediately report the whole that has palled at thefe Conferences to Sir William 
fohnfon, who is glad of all Occafions to ftiew his Attachment to our Friends the hidians, and 
promote His Majefty’s Service.—It is that Gentleman’s peculiar Province to treat and finifh 

all Treaties with the Indians .-Let me add, my Brethren of the United Nations, that you 

fhall find no Deceit in me, and I fhall be happy if my ConduCt deferves your Efteem and 
Approbation. 

Gave a Belt, 


Brethren . 


E 
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Brethren^ 

I have ordered the Prefents provided by the good People of this Province to be carried id 
the Indian Camp early in the Morning; and inform you, that a Part of thefe Prefents is givexi 
by thofe who are the Defcendents of the Inhabitants that firfl came over to this Country with 
your old Friend William Penn , as a particular Teflimony of their Regard and AfFedion for 
the Indians. 

I then /poke in Behalf of Sir William Johnson. 

Sachems and Warriors of the United Nations, 

You fee how the French , the Enemies of Mankind, fet on their Children to murder, in a 
barbarous Manner, your Brethren that are fettled on the Frontiers of this and the neighbour- ' 
ing Provinces.—Brethren, I muft now defire you, in the Name of the Great King of Eng¬ 
land, your Father, and my Mailer, that on your Return to your own Country, you will be 
active, and not fuffer any of the French , or their Children* to pafs over your Lands to murder 
your Brethren ; and that you will let Teedyufcung and his People know, I exped he will do 
the fame.—Tell them it is not, nor will not be, their Interefl to carry on the War againit 
their Brethren the Englijh.— Their Father, the French King, makes Fools of them, and will, 
in the End, make Slaves of them: But you. Brethren, are convinced, that the Englijh have 
always treated you as their Brethren* and I exped a due Regard and Performance to this 
Requefl on your Side. 

Gave a Belt . 

Little Abraham made the following Hnfwer to the Governor. 

Brother Onas; 

We return you our hearty Thanks for accepting of our Advice in fending for the Delawares , 
Shawanefe and Senecas , and we hope* when you meet them, you will be able to fettle all 
Differences to your Satisfadion. 

Brother Onas, 

We likewife return you our hearty Thanks for your kind Invitation to us to fettle at Genof- 
fh and your Promife to fupply thofe that will flay, or come and fettle there, with Provifionst 
and Goods.—We accept of the Invitation, and will take it into Gonfideration as we go Home, 
how many of us will nay there, or come back from our Towns to fettle there; and we re¬ 
turn you Thanks for appointing our Brother Thomas M'Kee to take Care of us, as he is a Per- 
fon very agreeable to us. 

He fpoke again as follows. 

Brother Warraighiyagey, 

We have all given Attention to what you have faid to us by Anaquarunda ; and you may 
depend upon our being on the Adive, and doing every Thing in our Power to prevent the 
French or their Children coming to murder our Brethren ; and we will recommend it flrongly 
to Teedyufcung , and his People, to do the fame.—Brother, we muft defire you will afiifl our 
Brother Onas in fettling the Differences between him and our Nephews and Brothers, the De¬ 
lawares and Shawanefe , which will be the only Method to prevent thefe cruel Murders daily 
committed on our Brethren. 

May the 2ifl. The Prefents were delivered to the Indians in their own Camp; after 
which I condoled with them on account of fome of their People who died of the Small¬ 
pox fince they came here, and gave them a Piece of Stroud to cover the Graves of the D k e- 
ceafed, agreeable to the antient Cuflom of the Six Nations . 

The feveral Chiefs returned their hearty Thanks for our condoling with them, and cover¬ 
ing the Graves of their deceafed Friends, agreeable to the antient Cuflom ufed by their Fore¬ 
fathers, and expreffed great Satisfadion with the Treatment they met with in this Govern¬ 
ment, and returned Thanks for the Prefents they had received. 

May 22. I called a Meeting of the Chiefs of the feveral Tribes, and I repeated over to 
.them the Mefiages going to be fent to Teedyufcung by this Government, agreeable to their 
Requefl; and at the fame time I acquainted them, that there was a fmall Prefent provided 
by this Government for their Brethren the Cherokees , who had come into this Government, 
and was now waiting in Expedation of its being fent them, agreeable to their Requefl.——I 
then defired them to give their Opinion about the MefTage to be fent to Teedyufcung , and 
whether it was agreeable to them. 

To which they made me the following Anfwer. 

Brother , 

We have confidered every Part of your MefTage to Teedyufcung , and we approve much of 
it, and think it will be acceptable to our Nephews and Brothers ; and we likewife approve of 

our 
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our Brother Onass fending aPrefent to our Brothers the Cherskees .—You, our Brothers the 
Englijh , took fome Pains to bring about a Peace between them and us, and we embrace this 

Opportunity of brightening the Chain of Friendship between us in your Prefence.-We 

have appointed three Men to go with you to fee them, and hope you will provide for them 
on the Road. 

Gave a String „ 

The Speech Jent by the Governor to Teedyufcung. 

Brother Teedyufcung, 

A T the Treaty held at Eajlon laffc Fall, you complained unto me that the Indians had been* 

defrauded of their Lands.-This you told me was one of the Caufes that had 

alienated the Minds of our Brethren, the Delawares and Shawanefe , from us your Brethren ; 
upon which I told you, if you could make it appear that you had received any Injuftice or 
Injuries from this'Province, I was ready to hear it, and promifed to make you Satisfaction. 

Brother, 

You then informed me, that the People who claimed thofe Lands, as they did not exped 
that Affair would come under Confideration at that Treaty, were not prefent, and had not 
impowered you to tranfad that Bufinefs for them, and therefore you could not finidi it at that 
Time, but that you would come down again in the Spring, and would bring with you as 
many of thofe Indians as could be got together, in order to a full Settlement of all Diffe¬ 
rences between us, that a firm and lading Peace might be eftablifhed for ever. 

Brother , 

As you had thus promifed to be down in the Spring, we were pleafed to find a confide- 
rable Number of your Uncles, the Six Nations , were come amongd: us, to be prefent and 

hear all your Complaints.-They ftaid a confiderable Time for that Purpofe, in Expeda- 

tion of feeing you here; but as fome Accident may have prevented your coming, your Uncles 
grew very uneafy at being detained here fo long, and defired me to meet them at Lancajler , 
whither I went, and opened my Heart to them, giving them a full Account of ail that paf- 
fed between us at Eajlon , promifing your Uncles, that I would take Care to fee you redreffed, 
either on account of your Lands, or any other Injuries you may have received from your 
Brethren of this Province. 

Brother , 

Your Uncles, the Six Nations , at this Treaty, (liewed a great deal of Rindnefs for you, 
and would have been extremely pleafed to have feen you here, being refolved to fee Jufiice 
done to you ; but as you were not come in, they advifed us to treat you very tenderly, and to 
advife you to bring with you fome of your Uncles, the Senecas , that we might open our 
Hearts to one another freely, by which Means all Caufes of Jealoufies, or Mifunderftandings 
between us, might be fettled and taken away for ever, and that they would join their bell 
Endeavours to bring about a firm and lading Peace between you and your Brethren. 

Brother , ...... 

I gave your Uncles my hearty Thanks for their good Advice ; and told them, that as I 
highly approved it, as good and found Advice, I would ad: as they had fo earneftly defired 
me to do, being fincerely difpofed to hear all your Complaints, and to do you Juftice, as 
I had formerly promifed you at Eajlon. 

Brother, 

As I have now informed you of the earned: Requed: of your Uncles, the Six Nations , and 
of my own Opinion, which is the fame with theirs, I do by this Belt of Wampum invite 
you to come down as foon as it will fuit your Convenience, and leave it to you to bring with 
you your Uncles, the Senecas , or fuch of them as will be moil agreeable to you, to open your 
Hearts to us your Brethren; and if it fhall appear that you have been defrauded of your 
Lands, or received any other Injuries from this Province, I do promife you diall receive 
Satisfaction. 

Brother , 

By fome late Letters received from your Brother Onas, in England, in Anfwer to my 
Reprefentation of the late Conferences, and your Complaints at Eajlon , he acquaints me he 
is willing to have the Injuries complained of fully heard and fettled as foon as pofiible.—If 
you rather chufe Sir William JohnJon jfhould determine thefe unhappy Differences, I mod: 
warmly recommend it to you to apply to that Gentleman, as he has the Honour to be ap¬ 
pointed foie Agent and Superintendent of Indian Affairs in the Northern Diftricft. 

Gave a Belt . 



After 
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After this Speech was delivered to the MefTengers, the Sachems of the feveral Tribes made 
the following Speech. 

Brother , 

As we have finifhed the Bufinefs for this Time, and we defign to part To-morrow, you 
muft be fenfible that we have a long Journey, and a hilly Country to pafs over, and feveral of 
our old Men very weak, we hope that you will not fend us from your Frontiers without a 

Walking-ftick*.-In anfwer, I acquainted them, that the good People of this Province 

had provided fome Cags for them on the Frontiers, which would be given them by the Per- 
fons employed to conduct them through the Settlements. 

A true Copy , taken by 

Charles Moore,* Clerk of AfTembly; 


* Meaning a Gag of Rum. 



Ibe REPORT of CONRAD WEISER, the Indian Interpreter , of 
his Journey to Shamokin on the affairs of Virginia and Maryland; his Me¬ 
diation for accommodating the Differences between the Indians of the Six Na¬ 
tion. and the faid Provinces , delivered to the Governor in Council the 21ft 
Day of April, 1743* 

FI E Ninth of April , 1743, I arrived at Shamokin , by Order of the Governor of Penn- 
I fylvania , to acquaint the neighbouring Indians , and thofe on Wyoming , that the Go¬ 
vernor of Virginia was well pleafed with his Mediation,- and was willing to come to an. 
Agreement with the Six Nations about the Land his People were fettled upon, if it was that 
they contended for, and to make up the Matter of the late unhappy SHrmifh in an amicable 
Way. The fame Day Shickallemo, his Son, and Suchfedowa , who were lent to the Six Na¬ 
tions ^ returned from Onondago 3 and the next Day they, in open Council,- delivered the fol¬ 
lowing Meflage, dire&ing their Speech, in Behalf of the Six Nations , to the Governor of 
Pennfyhania , according to what was agreed upon by the Council of the faid Indians in 
Onondago. 

Brother Onas, 

At this critical Time we received a kind Melfage from you, the Refult of the goodFriend-' 
fhip fubfifling between you and us. For fuch Purpofes a Road was cleared from our Coun¬ 
try to yours, in which, at any Time, Conrad Weifer and Shickallemo may travel 3 we open our 
Doors with Chearfulnefs to your MefTengers, and are glad to hear from you. 

He laid down two Strings of Wampum. 

Brother Onas, 

We thank you for the Concern you fhew for the Misfortune that befel our Warriors ii\ 
Virginia. We take it as a particular Mark of Friendfhip. We allure you, that notwith¬ 
standing the unjud Treatment our Warriors met with in Virginia , we did not allow our 
Heads to be giddy, nor to refent it as it deferved, which might have occalioned a Violation of 
Treaties, and the Deftrudtion of many. 

He laid down four Strings of Wampum. 

Brother Onas, 

We thank you very kindly for the early Steps you made in calling your old and wife Men 
together to confult with them. It was a very prudent and good Advice they gave you to be¬ 
come Mediator betwixt us your Brethren, and the Virginians your Neighbours. We thank 
them for lltch good Advice : And we allure you, we will accordingly come to an amicable 
Accommodation with the Governor of Virginia , if he will come to reafonable Terms. And 
if a War fhould break out betwixt us and him, you will be convinced of his being the Au¬ 
thor of it: For when in former Times we received a deadly Blow, we never returned it, if it 
was ever fo dangerous 3 we always judged it to be given by dilorderly People, and we ufed 
always peaceable Means to make it up 5 but when we received the fecond Blow, we judged 
tit at War wds intended againft us, and then we rofe and knocked down our Enemies with 
one Blow, and we are ftili able to do the fame, but we leave now our Cafe to you. We 
have ordered our Warriors, with the ftrongeft Words, to lit down, and, not revenge them- 
felves: Therefore, Brother Onas , go on with Courage in your Mediation 3 we alfure you we 
will net violate or do any Thing contrary to your Mediation. We defire you, and the old 

and 


and wife Men of Pennfylvania , not to believe any Thing to the contrary, let it come from 
whom it will, till you receive MefTages from us : We will do the fame on our Side. In 
Confirmation of what we fay, we lay down this Belt of Wampum before you. 



Then the Speech was direBedto, the Governor of Maryland. 

Brotherthe Governor of Maryland, 

You have invited us to come to.your Town; and you offered to treat with us concerning 
the MefTages we fent to you by our Brothej the Governor of Pennfylvania , and to eftablilh 
gopd Friendfhip with us: We,are very glad you did lb; and we thank you for your 
kind Invitation. 


Brother , . 

We have a great deal of Biifinefs and ^Things' of Moment under our Deliberation, and it 
will take us the bell of the Day§, before we can jinifh them : We therefore defire you will $ 7 'hat this 
fet your Heart at Eafe, and think on nothing but what is good. We will come and treat Summer. 
with you at Canataquanny , on Safquchannah, To-morrow Morning -f, linceyou live fo near the f That h. 
Sea, and at fuch a great Diftance from us. We accept kindly of your Invitation ‘; our Brother, next s W n S' 
the Governor of Pennfylvania , recommended your Meffage to us, which he would not have 
done, if he had not been fatisfied your Intention was good : We therefore promife you, by 
thefe Strings of Wampum, to come and treat with you at the aforefaid Place. 

"The Speaker laid down four Strings of Wampum. 

\Then the Speaker direBed his Speech to the Coventor of Pennfylvania again 3 andfid ; 

■ 

Brother Onas, 

The Dutchman on Scohooniady (Juniata) claims a Right to the Land, merely becaufe he 
gave a Little Vi&uals to our Warriors, who Hand very often in Need of it. This String of 
Wampum ferves (the Speaker then took two Strings of Wampum in his Hands) to take the 
Dutchman by the Arm, and throw him over the,big Mountains within your Borders. We 
have givrn the River Scohooniady (Juniata) for a Hunting-place to our 
Cousins the Delaware Indians, and our Brethren the Shawanese • and we 
ourfelves hunt there fometimes. We therefore defire you will immediately, by Force, remove 
all thofe that live on the faid River of Scohooniady '. 

* Here he laid down two Strings of Wampum. 

Brother , the Governor of Penhfylvania, 

I live upon this River of Ohio harmlefs like a little Child : I can do nothing; I am but 
weak ; and I do not fo much as intend Mifchief. I have nothing to fay, and do therefore fend 
thefe Strings of Wampum to Catchcawatfiky , the Chief Man, again ; he will anfwer your 
MeiTage, as he is the older, and greater, Man. 


Then Sachfidora took up the four Strings of Wampum , and [poke in Behalf of Catchcawatfiky. 

• as follows. 

Brother y the Governor of Pennfylvania, 

The Place where I live, and the neighbouring Country, has been overfhadowed of late 
by a very dark Cloud. I looked with a pitiful Eye upon the poor Women and Children, and 
then looked upon the Ground all along for Sorrow, in a miferable Condition, becaufe of the 
poor Women and Children. In all that dark Time, a Meffage from you found the Way to 
Shamokin ; and when it was delivered to us, the dark Cloud was difperfed, and the Sun im¬ 
mediately began to fhine ; and I could fee at a great Diftance, and faw your Good-will and 
kind Love to the Indians and the white People : I thank you, therefore, Brother Onas , for 
your kind “Meffage; I affi now able to comfort the poor Women and Children. 

Here the Speaker laid down four Strings of Wampum. 


Then the Speaker took up two Strings of Wampum , and direBed his Difcourfe to the Delaware In¬ 
dians, the Shawanefe, and to Onas. 

Coufms the Delawares , 

We are informed that you can talk a little EngUf b, by which you have heard many Thing9 
amongft the white People ; and you frequently bring Lies amongft the Indians ; and you have 
very little Knowledge and Regard for Treaties of Friendfhip; you give your Tongue too 
much Liberty. This String of Wampum ferves to tie your Tongue, and to forewarn you 
from Lies. 


Brethren , the Shawanefe, 

You believe too many Lies, and are too forward in Adion. You fhall not pretend to re¬ 
venge our People that have been killed in Virginia : We are the Chief of all the Indians ; let 

F your 
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1 7 f 7 ‘ y° llr E ars Eyes be open towards us ; and order your Warriors to day at Home as we 
did outs. 

Brother Onas, 

Vour Back Inhabitants are People given to Lies, and railing of falfe Stories; flop up their 
Mouths; you can do it with one Word ; let no falfe Stories be told; it is dangerours to the 
Chain of Friendfhip. 

fhe Strings of Wampum ‘were delivered to the Delawares. 

After the Speaker had finilhed, an handfome Indian Dinner was given to all that werepre- 
fent by Shickallemo s People. 

After Dinner I delivered my Melfage to them, and prefented the Company with tWo Rolls 
of Tobacco, about three Pound each Roll, to fmbak whilft they Were in Company together, 
to talk about the good News they had heard that Day, according to the Cuftom of the In¬ 
dians. 

Shickallemo told me, by Way of Difcourfe, that they (the Council of Onondago } had fent 
Strings of Wampum by him to all the Indians upon the River Safquehannah , to tell them to 
life their Endeavours to Hop all their Warriors, and not permit them to go to fight with the 
People of Virginia ; and to acquaint them of what was agreed upon in Onondago , which 

was accepted of in every Town.--I enquired what Bufinefs of Moment the Six Nations 

had under Deliberation that prevented their coming down to treat with the Governor of 
Maryland. Shickallemo alked whether I could not guefs at it. I told him no. Then he 
faid, How Ihould they come down with a Hatchet ftruck in their Head? The Governor of 
Virginia muft wafli off the Blood firft, and take the Hatchet out of their Head, and drefs 
the Wound (according to Cuftom, he that ftruck firft muft do it) and the Council of the 
Six Nations will fpeak to him, and be reconciled to him, and bury that Affair in the Ground, 

that it never may be feen nor heard of anymore fb long as the World ftands.-But if the 

Virginians would not come to do that, he (Shickallemo) believed there would be a War; but I 
might aflure the Governor of Pennfylvania , the Warriors would not come then within the 
inhabited Part of Pennfyhama y but dired: their Courfe directly to Virginia , over the Big 
I/landi in the North-Weft Branch of Safquehannah . 



